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Inyo Counly 
f "News-Letter 
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Compi1ed by 
John Heston, 
Benett Kessler 


A NtWS ALTERNATIVE * EASTERN SIERRA NEWS SERVICE 


FORUM 

HURSL ANSWERS CHARGE? R20 

B. K.’s COLUMN 

WYMAN'S PARENTAGE P.23 


MANZANAR 

A "CARROT" FOR VOTERS? R14 


News Briefs' NY0 couNf/ FnEE 

CLOSED HEARING IN A MURDER CASE; COUNTY 
EMPLOYEES FIND A CATCH-22 IN RETIREMENT 
CONTRIBUTIONS; A 'FRISCO CABBIE IN A HARD 
FALL; AND JONES' WEIRD OPTION FOR JAIL 

”1 VIN LAPPAS, THE 26-YEAR-OLD MOTHER OF 
three accused of slaying her step—father 

J_i vri th a pistol, went into court for a 

closed preliminary hearing this week, and 
through her lawyers entered once more her dual 
pleas of not guilty and not guilty by reason 
of insanity. Pie public was excluded from the 
hearing at the request of Public Defender 
Dean Stout and his assistant in the case, a 
former public defender, Doug•Buchanan. 

Li ttle has been revealed aboutthe case 
si nee Lappas 1 arrest two weeks ago at a mob¬ 
ile home on Bishop's Barlow Laneo There off¬ 
icers had found the body of her step-father. 

A1 Durney, sprawled on a 
couch, dead of "multiple 
gunshot wounds" thought to 
have been inflicted by his 
own .hi calibre pistol. 

At this week's hear¬ 
ing only one witness, oth¬ 
er than four officers, was 
called. He was identified 
as Robert Green of Bishop,,I 
who described to the court | 
his acquaintance with the 
defendant, and about "con¬ 
versations" he had had with, 
her about tue "family sit- **^1 
uation" where she sometimes 
lived witii her mother and 
step-father and, often, 
one or more of her child¬ 
ren. 

Asked about the nat¬ 
ure of the "family situa¬ 
tion," an official in the 
case said he "would not 
be inclined to indicate" 

(NEWS BRIEFS on Page 3) 
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On Tuesday, 


The ELECTION 

MAR 9 1979 


X marks the spot 

THE BIG ISSUES IN INYO: SUPERVISORS 
AND PROPOSITIONS ABOUT SMOKING AND 
HOMOSEXUAL .TEACHERS IN THE SCHOOLS 

A FTER THEY SORT, MORE OR LESS, THROUGH THE 
L A barrage of media material recently fir- 
jL jLed at them, Inyo voters will go to the 
polls on Tuesday to deal with a number of is¬ 
sues and candidates, some significant, others 
trivial, but all requiring a public express¬ 
ion of sentiment* 

The voters are asked to decide every¬ 
thing from who will be their supervisors in 
County Districts One and Three to whether 
tobacco smoke is sufficiently irritating to 
(See ELECTION on Page U) 
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Abuses' ot elderly sanitorium patients. Story on naqe 2. 






























(See two letters in News-Letter 9 s FORUM pases^ 20-FA.) 
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Reporters had been 
promised a free hand 
in talking to patients 
and personnel at the 
Lone Pine Sanitori urn. 
However, when they ar¬ 
rived, they were told 
that Director Mike 
Cosenza had changed 
his mind. But Nurse 
Ann Canodanno, at 
right, made one final 
telephone call to Co¬ 
senza to check on his 
decision. It was final: 
no reporters beyond 
the lobby waiting room. 
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The Lone Pine sanitorium "abuse"charge is denied, but 
reporters can't talk to the patients 

CHARGES OF 'ABUSE" AND "BEATINGS" OF ELDERLY PATIENTS A7 LONE PINE GO NOW TO THE GRAND 
.JURY. AND ENQUIRANTS INTO THE ISSUE ARE BARRED FROM TALKINC TO PATIENTS. 
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HE LETTERS OF THE PAST TWO WEEKS tell the 
story: the first one from Shirley Jacobs, a 
former nurses’ aide at the sanatorium, who 
described in di scomforting detail how she had 
seen old people beaten and abused, force-fed and 
doused, with water; and then others, those of de¬ 
nial fron a head nurse and from Senator!urns Di¬ 
rector Michael Cosenza (FORUM, Page 20—21), 

But the flap, one that moused suspicions 
that he county may wish to dovmplay the allega¬ 
tions if not cover them altogether, arose last 
week when Cosenza told reporters they could have 
complete free access to the patients and staff 
of the sanatorium, then later withdrew the of¬ 
fer several hours before the media representa¬ 
tives turned up at the sanitorium. They were met 
outside the hospital's front door by Nurse Ann 
Capodanno and informed of Cosenza's'decision; 
they were admitted to the "waiting room" from 
which the accompanying photographs were made, 
arid Capodanno, who recently contributed a poem 
about the state of her elderly wards to the Dews- 
better, returned to her desk nearby, 

The nurse, who has been associated off- 
and-on with the hospital since 1971, said that 
the issue had been "blown out of all proportion" 
and that the problems involved lay much deeper 
than many people were "willing to recognize," 

"It is a social issue. These people are 
not harmed here, We love them - and those that 
don't are quick to leave. The problem is that no 
one seems to care about them® True, nurses and 
aides are human beings and sometimes wo get in¬ 
patient with some of them - but it has never, 
never gotten to the point of mistreatment or in 
any way hurting any of them." 

"Well, if that's the case," asked a report- 
continued next page) 


An aide assists one of the sanatorium "wanderers" 

Old, virtually helpless , they are defendant won 
the staff. Many are "trying” on patience. 
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er, "Why then can't we talk to them ourselves 
and find out?" To that, of course, Capodanno 
had no answer. 

"All of this," she reasoned, "is so 
blown out of proportion. I wish we could all 
clear it up. I was sick, just sick when I read 
Shirley's letter; it was terrible and ugly. 

"There is such a fine line we have to 
walk here; sure the workers get irritable, but 
they are never hurt. It just isn't true." 

Cosenza said in a telephone conversation 
that Jacobs had met with him and with other 
members of a county committee - him and two 
supervisors, Richard McDonald and Johnny John¬ 
son, Assistant County Administrator Mike Han¬ 
ford, a grand jury representative Joe Crimi - 
during the week, but that Jacobs declined to 
revoal names of witnesses to them. She said 
she wi11 take the issue to the grand jury be¬ 
cause the witnesses are afraid they could lose 
their jobs if they spoke out. 

Ms. Jacobs told the committee that she 
had also talked to a sheriff's detective about 
the matter since she believes the "abuses" 
amount to criminal acts. 

Supervisor Johnson said that he "knows 
the people at the sanitoriurn," but has not 
heard of any problems, that this is the first 
time such charges had been brought before the 
board. %o Jacobs claims that relatives of 
patients have filed complaints. Asked if the 
nurse, Capodanno, had known of any abuses on 
patients, Jacobs stated flatly that Capodanno 
was innocent of any such incidents, but that 
she was "upset" by people being hurt. "Ann 
would never hurt anybody. She always just is 
interested in helping peop>le." 

Part of the problem, avers Jacobs, is 
Cosenza's lack of supervision, and the lack 
of an assistant to oversee the two sanatori- 
ums. She also claims that patients' belong¬ 
ings are being stolen. 

A lek of staff members and a heavy turn¬ 
over at the sanatorium - with workers quittirg 
as soon as they can find better, easier work - 


was seen by Cosenza himself as a factor in 
sani tori urn difficulties. rt e admitted that it 
was difficult to find aides who can "emotion¬ 
ally handle the job." 

Asked again why the reporters could not 
talk to the patients - patients considered 
sound and not under "custodial" or "mental" 
care - he said he wanted to protect their 
right of privacy, that the reporters might be 
admitted if they have a "personal" invitation 
from patients who wish to speak to them. 


NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

the details of the situation." 

Why the lack of details? Are district 
attorney, L.H. "Buck" Gibbons, said that he 
for one is hesitant to discuss the case: "I 
want to insure that there is no prejudicial 
pre-trial publicity that would be a basis for 
a change of venue. 

Asked about rumored problems between 
the defendant and her step>-father, the di st¬ 
il, ct attorney would say only that there "is 
no justification for this homicide." 

Meanwhile, Lappras is held in jail with 
a bail fee set at $100,000 - an amount set by- 
Judge Don Chapman soon after the incident. Are 
bail amount was reconsidered at the week's 
hearing, but Chapman declined to change it. 
Lappas will appear in court again on Monday 
for arraignment in superior court. 

SOME COUNTY EMPLOYEES SAY THEIR WAGE NEGOTI- 
ations with the county this year made gains; 
others say not much; still others thinks not¬ 
hing at all, depending on how "retirement 
fund" contributions from the county govern¬ 
ment are considered. Are grumblings on the 
part of a few began when some employees found 
what they consider to be a Catch-22 in the 
corrnty's agreement to pay about $0% of what 
employees pay into a retirement fund. That 
meant for county workers a 31 (approximate) 
increase in their take-home pray. But now it 
comes to light that the contributions of the 



(NEWS BRIEFS Continued, P. 22) 
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The alcohol counselor’s tipi 

He is Joe \-fliite Bear who moved to Lone Pine from the Dakotas 
to serve as a counselor at the reservation's alcohol rehabil¬ 
itation center. To save space at the tliree-bedroom facility, 
Joe vut up a tipi to live in, using fires for warmth. But, as 
another employee admitted, Joe "spent a couple of nights" in¬ 
side when the cold weather hit. Crowding at the facility may 
necessitate still more tents. 
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ELECTION, Continued 

warrant its banishment from offices and public 
places, not to mention the election of a gov¬ 
ernor. 

Another key vote will be that to elect 
a new congressman for the 18th district. The 
death of the popular William Ketchum started 
a scramble that resolved itself in the nomin¬ 
ation of Democrat Bob Sogge and Republican 
Bill Thomas. Some voters in Inyo are still 
miffed at Thomas thanks to what many consider 
his neglect of this area in his campaign. And 
also because a lot of Republicans here wanted 
a candidate from the east side of the Sierra. 

For inyoans, hcwever, the hottest con¬ 
test is probably that between three candidates 
in the supervisorial race in the county's dis¬ 
trict 3. A tie in June between Challengers Moe 
Jacobson and Roger Glidden went all the way to 
the supreme court which decided, after all, 
that the people here would have to determine 
who would contest the seat now held by Vdlma 
Math. Sidewalk surveys indicated Jacobson and 
Glidden were running strong, but the question 
remains now as it did in June whether the two 
will split the anti-Muth vote and return her 
to office with a plurality, perhaps as a min¬ 
ority officeholder. 

The supervisorial candidates in that 
race, and in the other between Incumbent Herb 
London and his opponent H.B. 'Lefty' Irwin, 
have been unexpectedly reluctant to launch 
more than a few public digs at each other; it 
was a relatively "clean" campaign all the way 
except for the predictable accusations of con¬ 
flict of interest and who can best fall all 
over himself climbing on the Proposition 13 
bandwagon« 

The governor's race and the lieutenant 
governor's race were not so "clean." Investi¬ 
gative reporters in the southland have uncov¬ 
ered some unpleasant facts, as yet undisputed, 
about the two Republicans, lounger and Curb. 
Rather than have to face questions about "un¬ 
derworld" connections and favors, x ounger 
frantically escaped a press conference about 
the matter. Curb'3 early business dealings as 
wheeler-dealer rock n' roll recording produc¬ 
er may not set too well with the staid members 
of his own party. 

The media has played an increasingly 
large part in recent elections; through adver¬ 
tising and through campaign coverage. This 
modest publication itself is publishing in 
this edition no fewer than seven and a half 
pages of political outpourings paid for by the 
candidates or their friends; there would have 
been more but for deadlines and printing cap¬ 
acity. Aie television is alive with pleas for 
votes for this or that candidate or cau3e 0 

Media aside, politicking in California 
and elsewhere has become a "personal" matter, 
^he voters' mounting dislike of impersonal 
government have led them to demand personal 
contact with the people who woo them for votes 
and support. The handshake remains the single 
most effective vote-getter and woe to the 
candidate lulled into the mistaken belief that 
advertising alone can win an office. 

if the voter escapes the seductions of 
political promises, he is still faced, as are 
the candidates themselves, with the question 
of whether sincerity (even when present) can 
do the job. Many hard-working and honest pols 
find themselves unable to move on their fond¬ 
est programs thanks to a bullying dominion of 
Page 4 


bureaucrats and regulations that bind him or 
her from higher authorities. 

But in Inyo, as a rule, "issues" are 
less important to many voters; they vote for 
their friends, or their friends' friends, and 
that's that. Their indistinct impressions of 
the greater good go not only begging but ig¬ 
nored under the press of personal interest, 
some say that's what democracy is all about. 

Compared with 3ome of the candidates in 
the state races, the propositions come out 
looking somewhat nobler and more important 
than usual. There are eight of them: 

Six and Five 3eem to have the hi ghest 
interest ratio. ^ne bans homosexuals from 
virtually anything having to do with schools 
and the instruction of youngsters; and the 
other bans smoking in most public buildings 
and offices. Both arc considered "Puritan" 
issues and both are believed to be practical¬ 
ly unenforceable thanks to a lack of manpower 
to ferret out the offenders. 

Then there is Proposition 8, an offshoot 
of Proposition 13 that is meaningful today in 
places like Malibu which recently got burned 
out, and Laguna which slid into a canyon. The 
proposition deals with houses and property 
lost in disaster and says it cannot be re-as¬ 
sessed (higher) when rebuilt. 

Proposition 7 would increase the categ¬ 
ories of first-degree murder that can be pun¬ 
ished by the death penalty or life confine¬ 
ment; it toughens up on other sentencing too. 

Proposition Ij. is a crack-down on the ac¬ 
creditation (now considered somewhat lax) of 
chiropractic schools. And Proposition 3 per¬ 
mits the sale of land purchased with Caltrans 

(See ELECTION on Page 22) 
































On our new bright screen. 

sit & < 500 ° 

TONIGHT! 


NOW PLAYING! NOV. 3rd & 4th: 

.'THE CHEAP DETECTIVE" 
AND 

"FUN WITH DICK & JANE" 


NOV. 5-7: 

"FIST 


rr 


AND 



BURT REYNOLDS 
* “TWEENo,, 



l 


EU23I33 


SHOWTIME 7 P.M. 
PHONE 873-3575 


Discounts on 
home insurance ? 




C 5 L_ 

discount to SO 


Q. What's A Discount To/20? 

A. It's a Homeowners Insurance 
credit program from Great 
American. 

If you now own or plan to own 
a home less than 10 years old, 
you may qualify for a discount 
on your Homeowners insurance 
as high as 20%. Call or write 
for details—there is no 
obligation. 




your Independent ] 
k Insurance / /Agent , 


SERVES YOU FIRST 

1<$> 


R.F. OYLER ASSOCIATES 

PETE LARSON - Insurance 
124 N. Main, Lone Pine, California 
Phone 076*4105 



Upholstering 

• FURNITURE BUILT TO 
ORDER - REPAIRED & 

REBUILT 

©BOAT COVERS 
«AUTO & TRUCK SEATS 

• WOOD REPAIRING & REFINISHING 

-all at rr J f 

cy end on s f bishop’s 

EXCLUSIVE DEALER FOR 

A SIMMONS ^waTranty) 

__ BEAUTYREST 

Famous LA-Z-BOY Chairs 

No need to order -All items in stock 



• CALL • 


873-4698 


SERVING THE HIGH SIERRA SINCE 1950 

CFenJon furniture C 
l^pholsterij Company 


IN THE BANK OF AMERICA PARKING LOT 
175 E. PINE BISHOP 

Member Bishop 3 Mono Chambers of Commerce 

G=ET«2SC 





FALL CLOTHES 
ARE HERE! 


FEATURING 


graff 

californiawear 


New Collection of Fall Sweaters 



• Gifts 

• Moccasins 

• Ladies’ Sportswear 

• Jewel ry 


c-r c~ 


_r»- 


7 1% > /l 


r, - . - - 

^‘COUNTRY SIERRA' 

: <>> 




763 N. Main • Bishop • 872 -9621 
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HIGH SIERRA 

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING 


COMPARE 

METHODS: 






PORTABLE STEAM rinses and 
rernovbs soil within the capabil 
itias of household current. Ex¬ 
traction power seldom reaches 
2 horsepower. 



SHAMPOO-original surface clean 
ing method. Dirt and shampoo 
residue not totally extracted 



thorough extraction of dirt 
and grime. This powerful 
equipment cleans deeper, 
leaves carpet dryer and ex¬ 
tends carpet life 

The Steam Genie System gener 
ates up to 10 times more pressure 
than the avernge cs r pet cleaning 
equipment, to loosen dirt and 
grime A powerful vacuum 
removes the dirt and hot solution 
to the truck outside Only the 
cleaning wand and vecoum 
hose enters your home 



Steam Genie® System utilizes 
extraction process tu clean, 
dry and restore your carpets 


873-7032 

JOE FLAHERTY - Owner 
1421 MATLIK - BISHOP 


i rVyx’r 


2587 W. Line Bishop 


8734924 

RENTA1S , 

•a '-TV John Boothe 

• . +*■ * 


SEWER EQUIPMENT 

FOR YOUR CONNECTION 

• SEWER PIPE CUTTERS «TEST PLUGS 

•TRENCHER .BACK HOE 

• DUMP TRUCK *MISC. PLUMBING TOOLS 

GARDEN EQUIP: ROTO TILLERS, LAWN MOWERS, 

WEED EATERS 

MON-FRI 8am-5:3Opm SAT 8am-5nm 


Tr 7“service on breakfast: 



ON HIGHWAY 395 * INDEPENDENCE 


= The Difference... 

There’s one big difference between 
Phil Wyman and Larry Chimbole: 

Phil Wyman supported Proposition 
13. 

Assemblyman Chimbole didn’t. On 
the most important issue facing Cali¬ 
fornia voters in years, he was one of 
those incumbents who refused to take 
a stand. 

On November 7, we will decide 
which one of them we trust to imple¬ 
ment Proposition 13 and thoughtful 
voters in every community in our 34th 
Assembly District are already voicing 
their decision: Phil Wyman is the 
candidate we can truly trust to protect 
our pocketbooks. 

Voters are supporting Phil Wyman 
because they understand that he’s the 
candidate who isn’t tied to the 
“promise anything — spend every¬ 
thing” politics of the past, and that 
1978 is the year we must replace 
those incumbents who are. . .things 
won’t change in Sacramento until we 
change the people who run our state 
government. 

That’s why Proposition 13 co¬ 
author Howard Jarvis has formally 
endorsed Phil Wyman. He knows that 



Phil Wyman Chimbole 


Phil Wyman is the candidate who can 
honestly carry the spirit of Proposition 
13 to the State Assembly. 

On November 7, make Howard 
Jarvis’ choice your choice and keep 
the taxpayer’s revolt alive. 

Elect Phil Wyman your new State 
Assemblyman 



your State Assemblyman 


Paid for by Wyman in 78 Committee, Chester Brock — Treasurer. 
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real estate. 0 o 

Best buys: 

1. LONE PINE: Cute 2 bedroom home, 
large shady yard, fireplace. 

$29,000 . 

2. LONE PINE: New Listing. 2 bedroom, 

2 bath, and den in double-wide 
mobile home. $18,000. 

3. LONE PINE: Large home with svacious, 
park-like grounds. $115,000. 



DOROTHY BONNEFIN 

W , 


PAT ROBERTS 



r^Titurv'' 1M 

DOROTHY BONNEFIN/manager 


Tozl. 

bus. (714) 076-4121 


LONE PINE REALTY 

res. (714) 876-4442 


( PAT ROBERTS/associate 

CLYDE GEORGE/associatU 

1 ics. (714) 876-5864 

bus. (714) 876-4121^ 

310 so. main street, suite 108 

lone pine, California 93545 



RANDY 

DAVIS 

for 

BISHOP 

CITY 

COUNCIL 


* 28-YEAR RESIDENT OF BISHOP 

* EXPERIENCE ON CITY COUNCIL 

* EXPERIENCE IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

* PAST CHAIRMAN OF BISHOP CITY 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

* COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 


VOTE 


X RANDY DAVIS 


NOVEMBER 7 th 


What’s at stake here 
...SELF interest, 
or YOUR interest? 

YOUR interest is efficient county gov¬ 
ernment concerned with YOUR needs. By 
her own words, the incumbent supervis¬ 
or has let us know that countv Govern¬ 
ment is "inefficient," and that there 
is "petty graft," that our roads are in 
'terrible shape." 

let's end all that. This year, YOU have 
a chance to make RFAL CHANGES. Both of 
my opponents have personal interests to 
protect; I have YOUR interest in mind, 

AND NO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST. 


Elect 

MOE JACOBSON 

Supervisor, District 3 



VOTE 
Nov. 7 
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'Hi bUfuril 

At a Big Pine highway project. Flagman \lvin 
Bowman stands in the cold, wet snowfall to 
direct traffic over new paving. 
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First 
snow 
ends a 
long, 
balmy 
fall, and 
winter 
sets in 


THE SNOW ENDED 
AS ABRUPTLY AS 
IT HAD BEGUN, 
AND ON TUESDAY 
THE VALLEY A- 
WOKE TO BRIGHT 
SUNSHINE. BY 
WEEK'S END, 
HOWEVER, A NEW 
STORM MOVED IN 
WITH THE THREAT 
OF MORE "REAL 
WINTER." 



.../ w :i ■ 
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Traffic slows down, head 


SSFOTOPAGE 


Where golfers played in warm sun the day be¬ 
fore, the Bishop club's Sth hole is covered 
with snow, its Blag drooping ,wet and forlorn. 






•• 
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r/ft?z amazing determination, undaunted 
campers cook breakfast in the sno'O at 
a campground near Bishop. 



Erik Sonnenberg samples the touch of new snow . 


dross-countru riders abandoned bikes and 











lights flash on; and a pedestrian hurries across the wet intersection at Main and Line. 






Photographers 
cane out in 
rtumher to 
record the 

cold event. 

At left, a 
couple from 
Westmi nister 
selects a 
choice snow 
scene near 
Asoendell . 


Uv from his home at Fountain Valley, 
John Powell readies his Polaroid. 




headed for warmth. 


J HP »i f jjr '-W' a*** 

* " t# -mi* ** * *""* - ‘ 

At Izaak Walton Park , the snowfall brightened rustic fenceline. 
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CAR AND HOME STEREOS 


Exclusive! v~ 

140 Whitney Alley - Bishop 

Telephone 873-6550 



CHRISTMAS 



is coming ! 


...So, hov/ about buyinq YOUR liv¬ 
ing doll (whether she's young or not 
so younq) a beautiful doll she can ad¬ 
mire and love. 

FASHION DOLLS * BOTTLE DOLLS * RAG DOLLS 
These and much more. Some with wardrobes 

PS: Santa does his shovping here! 

Kit 

LONE PINE 



214 W. BUSH 
876-5717 


Take a Rollei 35 on your 
next adventure... 


in a 
leather case. 

Now. for a limited time. Rollei 
will send you a genuine leather 
belt case FREE when you buy 
a compact Rollei 35S or 35T 
Rollers 35's: rugged, light¬ 
weight 35mm cameras that 



deliver super-sharp slides and 
prints with SLR-quality Come 
in and see a Rollei 35. today 


HOLIDAY 

idea: 


1978 KODAK 
PHOTO GREETINGS & 
COLOR PRINTS 


CHRISTMAS 

LAYAWAYS 



Send KODAK Slim-Line Cards 

Select from Christmas, Navidad or Chanukah 
sentiments. Cards measure 3V2 x 7 inches and are made 
from Kodacolor negatives, color slides or color prints 
(including instant prints). Textured finish with borders is 
standard. Matching envelopes are included. 


Phillips Camera House 


BISHOP 


PHONE: 872-4211 



mm 


JotteY' 


25% OFF 

ON DISCONTINUED STYLES 
OF MEN'S SLACKS !'. 


THIS COUPON GOOD FOR 


AN ADDITIONAL 


DISCOUNT 


(TOTAL 50% OFF) 

Bring it in for BIG SAVINGS!I 


SEPHS 


Pioneer progressive merchants 


1895 


MENS WEAR 

YARDAGE and 
LINENS Lonep 


ine 
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Clip and mail today 


llsL "News-Tie tt er 1 


SUBSCRIPTION 


- 

□ 50 Weeks I 1 25 Weeks I 1 3 Months 
$25 ^ $13 1 — 1 $7 


^SEND TO. 
\ ADDRESS. 
? CITY_ 


STATE 


ZIP 


^Payment enclosed j [please bill me 

krjtMJt.HiWyfLWXLW 


Any time now .. 
..be ready! 

SKIS 



...Ski poles, boots 

Top name-brands; "Track," "Trucker" 
...accessories. See them now at 

O 


R 



(714) 873-5070' VJ£ £ BiL and Sfiort Skofre 


772 NORTH MAIN STREET 
BISHOP. CALIFORNIA 9351-4 



THERE IS NO 

SUBSTITUTE 

FOR 

CONSCIEN¬ 
TIOUS SERVICE 
AND... 


EXPERIENCE ! 


Good government requires both. 
Return Herbert London to the Inyo 
County Board of Supervisors. Be sure 
to vote I 


VOTE NOV. 7 


This advertisement was unsolicited by 
Herbert London and is placed here in 
the public interest by a concerned 
citizen. 



IN THE 

j v4*r 

INTEREST OF 

pIL 

GOOD 


GOVERNMENT, 


YOUR VOTE 


IS NEEDED... 


FOR WILMA MUTH I 


Remember: A vote for Wilma Muth 
for Supervisor, third district, is 
a vote for good government. 


VOTE NOV. 7 


This advertisement was unsolicited by 
Wilma Muth and is placed here in the 
public interest by a concerned citizen 


W/MTSR / 

Qo^ £ /N 

rr\ 



New shipments weekly 
from Dallas and Atlanta 

All the latest "looks" : 

"BIG TOP" look for women.. 
McGregor Shirts for men 

Monday-Saturday 
3. 10AM to 6PM 













873-3215 

'In the Town and Country Shopping Center' 621 W. Line St. 
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TAKE A GOOD LOOK 


HERE ARE THE FACTS: 

’If you happen to be "out," and vou want "in, 1 it's easy to make charges and 
accusations. It's easy to be critical of what in fact has been good county govern¬ 
ment for the First District of Inyo County. 

But it's not so easy to do a good job for the peoole. That takes hard work, 
insinhts and experience, and a real wish to put aside personal interests and find 
out honestly what the majority of the people expect of their government. 

I'm proud of my record, and I am oroud of my position on important issues 
that have affected the lives and prosperity of the people of Inyo County. I'm run¬ 
ning on my record. What follows is only a part of it: 

My opponent implies a conflict of interest with the Department of Water and 
Power. I lease land from the DWP; what stock owner in Inyo County doesn't? But the 
record shows that I voted FOR the original lawsuit against oroundwater pumping, and 
I have consistently fought DWP - when I thought it was wrong - all along. 

And nere is more of my record: 

I have supported the idea of a controlled growth for Invo County - a con¬ 
trolled qrowth that the people have shown that they want. 

I have worked for better traffic circulation, a plan to reduce traffic con¬ 
gestion . 

I have consistently fought to keep down the size of government and government 
costs, and I needed no taxpayers' pressure groups to tell me to. 

I have pushed for a County Services Building for Bishop, and have seen to 
completion a plan to develop needed county acreage (from DWP) for expansion o^ fac¬ 
ilities to better serve the people at Bishop. 

I helped in development of the Sunland Dump, to replace 26 costlv dumosites 

here. 

Developed a countv "self-insurance" nlan which saved a ouarter-mil1 ion dol¬ 
lars . 

I led the fiqht to increase DWP taxes, DWP must pay its fair share. 

I successfully negotiated with state and federal representatives to finance 
local projects such as the Millpond, Senior Citizens projects and planning proorams. 

And a lot more. 

I think proven action is better than promises and implied accusations that 
are unoroven on the record. After all, what really counts...is what's on the record. 

THIS IS AN IMPORTANT ELECTION YEAR. 

VOTE, AND VOTE RFSPONSTRLY 


l\/l ine is a record of sound, rational, economic government. And it is also a record of 
close, personal contact with my constituents and with what they expect of Inyo County's 
leadership. I have no conflicts of interest with any person, business interest or agen¬ 
cy...That's on the record. On November 7 you can vote with confidence to re-elect 

HERBERT LONDON SUP ™ R 
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Manzanar: 
The state 
springs a 
new plan 
to rebuild 
and restore 
the old camp 
from the 
ground up 



T hat the old manzanar relocation center 

■will be rebuilt sis a state park is pract¬ 
ically a foregone conclusion. All "public 
hearings" and required red-tape aside, the 
decision seems already to have been made. Or 
so says State Parks and Recreation Land Agent 
Andrew McGuckin. 

When he was asked this past week if in 
fact the hearings are just an exercise and if 
the new park is already decided upon, McGuck¬ 
in said "It's more or less decided..othe gen¬ 
eral concept of a 14 . 95 -acre site, although 
things could change." 

Rut he did hasten to add that "As far 
as I know, the state would listen to public 
comment." 

And before it's over, there may be some 
of that. At Lone Pine and Independence, the 
two communities most affected by such a park, 
the views are mixed. Lone Pine Chamber Manag¬ 
er Pat Farlander said "I think they may have 
lots of problems...What about insurance if 
they use barbed wire around the whole thing? 
And if they build the original types of lat¬ 
rines, the Lahontan Water Hoard may have 
something to say 0 Local people feel they are 
being blamed for the camp being there in the 
first place. It was not their idea, it was 
the government." 

And if the State of California has no 
better luck than has Inyo County in dealing 
with the Department of 'tatter and Power, then 
the proposed park could hang fire forever 0 
The state needs to lease the entire U95 acres 
from the City of Los Angeles and, toward that 
direction, there has already been a letter to 
DWP's property man, H.Bo Jeter. 

Says Jeter: "We don't have any position 
on this. We're sort of surprised. I had gone 
to the site with a state man. We talked about 
l£ acres for development, and now we're not 
sure what to think. Personally, I'm not in 
favor of it. There was a suggestion for dev¬ 
eloping one or more structures at the museum." 

The park plan, unbelievably, calls for 
a near-exact rebuilding of the Manzanar con¬ 
centration camp, ^n the eyes of many such a 
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project would be at best a reminder of past 
guilt (the hurried, panicky round-up of Ameri¬ 
can citizens stripped of their property and 
herded into such camps), and, at worst, a re¬ 
mote "tourist" attraction that may or may not 
really attract tourists and in either case 
dump another bureau and its restrictions into 
a county already up to here in bureaucrats. 

At Los Angeles this week. Sue Embry of 
the Manzanar Committee (a Japanese-American 
organization dedicated to caretaking at the 
old camp) attended a public meeting at which 
the camp renovation project was discussed. She 
said her committee prefers an alternate state 
plan which, as she described it, is "more than 
just a clean-up project, but less than a full- 
scale reconstruction of the camp." 

That plan would build one or two "bar¬ 
racks" buildings, reconstruct the barbed-wire 
fencing (‘taw, after all, can a concentration 
camp be adequately convincing without barbed 
wire?), sind provide landscaping and "self-guid¬ 
ed trails" for visitors. 

Embry said her committee would also like 
some attention given to the pre-war period 
at Manzanar with focus on the American Indians, 

As for the concern over a state fait ac¬ 
compli, Embry said "That was our concern too. 

V/e wanted a public meeting to have our say." 

At the meeting, Embry was told, but she re¬ 
mains unconvinced, that state officials have 
not taken a definite position. 

And where did the idea originate? No one 
seems certain, even those among the state's 
parks and recreation personnel. Apparently it 
"emerged" in some planning room. 

The Inyo parks and recreation director, 

Jim Angelo, said the state completed a study 
on the development as far back as 197U - and 
that the present director at Sacramento "wants 
to clear up some of the old studies by taking 
action on them - or deciding not to." 

And there was other speculation: that the 
development plan might be an election—year "car¬ 
rot" dangled before the voters, especially the 
business people, who might see in a tourist at¬ 
traction help for a sluggish economy. 












Sue Embry at Manzanar Monument 

The committee had some questions 


I rv/ p gjjjg 

k'v\'^^v»&\W^\>' i$&W'‘ ' m'mtosml&m Wi w 'iwJUrl ' • ‘ - 

Tourist appeal at Manzanar Relocation Center? 

Or just a painful reminder of a guilty past? 


..a rancher’s view 


Photos: John Heston 


A News-Letter photographer encountered Rancher Sandy Kemp at a Lone Pine saddlery store. 
Aware that Kemp's Samataguma Ranch grazes cattle at Manzanar, he asked Kemn about the 
state's plan to develop the area. Kemp, like many ranchers, was candidly outspoken: 


ssm 

"Manzanar? Yeah . I guess I 
have a few acres out there, 
don’t know how many. The 
state? I think the whole 
idea is stupid .. " 


r ...Tf people think the ELM 
is bad , well, the state is 
worse. You can’t even pull 
off the road and have a 
picnic in a state park...'' 


"... The state says you have 
to go to a particular area. 

I think developing the place 
is a goddamn lousy idea. An¬ 
other waste of money ..." 


"...but it wouldn't hurt us• 
just be a bother. We've got 
a few thousand acres around 
there ...." 


"...Hey, doesn't that thing 
ever run out of film...,?" 
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l f .. .Hell.. .it's that Jerry 
Broun again. What's he gonna 
do next ?...." 













Please vote Nov. 7 


We are so nrivileqed to 
have voting rights, 
without fear, in our 
country. So many other 
countries are not 
allowed this same Drivileqe 
which we enjoy. 

PLEASE exercise YOUR right 
to VOTE on November 7. 


Thank you. 

H.B. lefty' Irwin 


I WANT THE JOB TO HELP YOU THE PEOPLE - NOT FOR THE MONEY OR PRESTIGE. 




ELECT 

The one who after 20 years 
as a government employee 
KNOWS things can 
be better 



SUPERVISOR, DISTRICT 3 

COUNTY GOVERNMENT - RESPONSIVE AND RESPONSIBLE 
WITH NO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 


RESTORE COMMON SENSE VOTE 

TO COUNTY GOVERNMENT NO V. 7 
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Wilma Muth - u She "knows. .She cares." 

government 

VOTE NOV. 7 

SUPERVISOR, DIST.3 
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Senator Stiern 
knows the 
truth about 
Bob Sogge. 


Iss.S"Srs. o, »»» 

^dBotoW ^ yene ?dSd*° roU f 1 
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W» W ° „ prs onaleharacte 


« STIBBH 
WALTER^' 

State Senator 



SOGGE 

U.S.CONGRESS 

Paid & authorized by Sogge for Congress Tom Fallgatter 
Ire isurer PO Box 1666, Bakersfield, CA 93302 
Bakersfield - 325 24 7 7 
Lancaster 948 1041 
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NEW LAWS AUTHORED & 
SUPPORTED BY ASSEMBLYMAN 
LARRY CHIMBOLE 

* Big income tax rebates for this 
year 

* Better homeowner and renter re¬ 
lief and extra income tax breaks 
for the elderly. 

* Indexing so cost-of-1ivinq raises 
can't increase your taxes. 

* $100,000 income tax exemption on 
gain from sellinq your home. 

* More voter control over bureau¬ 
cratic regulations. 

* Spending restrictions to force 
state departments to improve. 


..and... 


FURTHER CHIMBOLE ACTION 
TO CUT WASTE AND 
CUT TAXES 

* Fought for SCA 42 - the toughest 
state spending limit. 

* Carried bill to end business in¬ 
ventory tax. 

* Wrote sunset bill to cut out un¬ 
needed boards and programs. 

* Opposed legislator pay raises and 
refused to accept his. 


Re-elect 


Larry Chimbole 
and spending: 
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YOUR 

VIEW 


FORUM 

LETTERS AND COMMENT 


The News-Letter welcomes letters and comment relevant 
current public issues. The editors will publish here 
those considered timely and stiting concise view¬ 
points . Letter's and statements should he addres¬ 



sed to PO Box 531, Independence 93526. The editors remind News-Letter’s readers 
tliat publication of a letter does not necessarily imply either agreement with its con 
tent or a guarantee of its accuracy; it is FORUM’a goal merely to provide open discussion. 


j — 


"PATIENTS THAT TRY OUR PATIENCE," 

BUT NO ABUSE AT THE LONE PINE SAN 

To the Editors: 

I have worked at the county sans for 3 
yrs - 2 yrs at Big RLne and over a year at 
Lone Pine facility. In my 3 years I have nev¬ 
er seen a patient abused in the manner that we 
were accused of. 

What I have seen from housekeepers, kit¬ 
chen employees, aides and licensed nurses is 
love. 

Our old people are hugged, kissed and 
treated with great affection. We do have pat¬ 
ients that try our patience and ones that are 
extremely difficult to care for physically due 
to their illness, but they get the best that 
we are capable of giving. We have a few that 
are wanderers, and are trying on the nerves 
because they are constantly trying to slip a- 
way, but we don't like to restrain these peo¬ 
ple to make it easier for us because we feel 
that it (would) demoralize them and eventual¬ 
ly they become wheelchaiinbound. 

My girls have constantly worked short 
(of help) with 10-12 patients apiece that have 
to be dressed, bathed, fed. Besides the care 
that they have to give these elderly citizens 
they have charting that is referred by state 
regulationsto be done which also eats into 
their time for the patients 0 Sometimes after 
days of working with only four or five aides 
to care for UO patients, sometimes working six 
days a week or extra hours to help fill in for 
another shift - we all get a little tired and 
irritable. Especially itfien a girl decides to 
call in sick or not show up because she has 
other things she would rather do. 

We take care of the elderly that no one 
else wants. They are the parents, grand-par¬ 
ents, great-grandparents of the people in this 
valley. Some visit - maybe twice weekly, or 
once a month or a year, or never 0 No one wants 
to work here, no one wants to care for these 
people. They would rather be on welfare, or 
wait on tables - anything but work up here on 
the hill; that's the pits. 

It's hard work and it's rewarding in its 
own way. Without these people, we wouldn't be 
here on this earth. 

If you want to speak of abuse then the 
charge at times should be turned around be¬ 
cause there are days when my girls are bitter^ 
kicked, scratched, their hair pulled, spit on, 
cursed and yet they can still smile and say 
'don't do that.' How would you like to be 
treated like that? 

If it wasn't for us where would these 
people of the valley be? At home with their 
children who don't want them 0 No place is 
perfect. We all have a dream of the perfect 
place to care for the elderly - a place tiiere 
physical, occuptaional, speech, psychiatric 
therapy could be available. A place where we 
could let our wanderers loose, free to roam 
without the worry that they might wander out 
into the desert and lay helpless. A time when 
the citizens would feel free to come and help 


feed or take a patient for a ride or a walk. 

The citizens of this country are all af¬ 
raid of growing old and therefore fear to be 
with the elderly because it's a constant rem¬ 
inder that one day we will be like than. 

The people that work with the elderly 
care for them or they wouldn't be there. There 
are other jobs that could be done and I feel 
these girls that stay are concerned with the 
elderly because the ones that don't care soon 
leave. 

The elderly are like children and have 
to be cared for. They spent the best years of 
their lives raising us and now it's our turn 
to care for them. 

The biggest reason that has been given 
for leaving the san has been too many patients 
to care for, and being unable to give the care 
that they feel was necessary for the comfort 
of the patients. 

Isn't it a shame that we turn our backs 
on the aged? Would you turn your back on a 
helpless baby? 

- Jane Jordan, RN 
Head nurse, LPS 
Lone line 

(Editor’s note: It is clear that Nurse 
Jordan is sincere and that she has much o6 
value to say. It is also clear, in view of 
current social problems - the emphasis on 
"youth" and what appears to be a widespread 
public fear of aging - that Americans care 
little about ’the old folks' that once were 
cherished members of each family in health 
or disease. It may also b e added, irrespect¬ 
ive of the current charges, that the county 
administration is lax in fiscal and moral di¬ 
rection of the sanatoriums, bending (as always 
to the demands of a few ’friends. ' Sanatorium 
employees are notoriously underpaid, a fact 
which encourages ’welfare' and ’call-in-sick’ 
situations, and many sanitorium employees 
are hired as 'part-time ’ help, the county 
once again neatly avoiding the benefits ac¬ 
corded county workers b and once again involv¬ 
ing itself in the 'hiring - firing' game. The 
facts are not yet out in the 'abuse issue, ’ 
but News-Letter feels that Jordan is 'right 
on. ’ For more in that unhappy situation , 
and for insights into the workings of some 
county departments, see the following letter 
from Sanitoriums director 'Like n osenza.) 

Eastern Sierra News Service: 

In a telephone conversation on Nov. 1, 
1978 we discussed your desire to visit Inyo 
County Sanatorium to interview several pat¬ 
ients. As I understand it, your interest in 
interviewing those patients and in investiga¬ 
ting the facility in which they are residents 
arises at least in major part as a result of 
charges made against employee-conduct in that 
facility by Shirley Jacobs. 

The charges and accusations being made 
by Shirley Jacobs initially came to my atten¬ 
tion in a telephone conversation with her on 
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Oct* 3, 1978* Ms. Jacobs repeated those charges 
in a letter to me dated Oct* U, 1978, and she 
brought them to the attention of the board of 
supervisors by letter dated Oct. 12* 

Believing that good health care is every¬ 
one's business, and having no desire to stifle 
Ms. Jacobs' charges, I telephoned Inyo County 
Grand Jury Foreman Clyde fhilbrick, on Oct. 23, 
1978, to apprise him of the situation and to 
invite any inquiries which the grand jury might 
care to make* I followed up that telephone call 
by sending Mr. Philbrick a packet of relevant 
letters and materials, including the letters to 
me and to the board from Ms. Jacobs. 

Ms. Jacobs again repeated her charges at 
a meeting set up by Supervisor McDonald at the 
Lone Pine facility on Oct* 26, 1978, which was 
attended by two supervisors and by representa¬ 
tives of the administrative office, the grand 
jury and the welfare department* At that meet¬ 
ing, Ms. Jacobs specifically declined to prov¬ 
ide any evidence or substantion of her charges 
and accusations. 

If you have questions which you would like 
to ask concerning the operation of Southern In¬ 
yo SanitoriuA, I would be glad to meet with you 
at a mutually convenient time. If you desire to 
view the facility, I would be glad to select a 
time and give you a guided tour* However, I 
have been advised by legal counsel (Inyo dist¬ 
rict attorney's office) that I should not allow 
you an unescorted access to any part of the 
facility other than the public reception room* 
Specifically, you may not go through that fac¬ 
ility with camera and tape recorder and you may 
not visit with residents of the facility unless 
you have an invitation to do so from the resi¬ 
dent or the residents' guardian or conservator. 
Please keep in mind that some private citizens 
live their private lives at this facility and 
providing them good health care is not consi s¬ 
tent with uninvited and uncontrolled visits of 
the news media. 

Although I operate the largest county de- 
par ii;ient in terms of manpower, I do not have an 
assistant or chief deputy* Therefore, I cannot 
delegate my responsibilities which I have dis¬ 
cussed in this letter. On the other hand, if 
you desire to interview some of my employees 
on their own time, that is their business and 
whatever arrangements you make with them on 
their own time does not concern me. 

Finally, I want you to understand that I 
treat all complaints about the facility seri¬ 
ously. I have personally interviewed all the 
employees whom I feel are relevant to Ms 0 Jac¬ 
obs charges. Although my investigation of those 
charges is an ongoing matter, I want you to 
know that as of today's date I have been unable 
to substantiate any of her allegations. 

- Michael Cosenza 
Administrator 
Inyo County 
Sana tori urns 

[(Editor's note: News-Letter is not una¬ 
ware of the director's, or of the district 
attorney 's, concern, and extends its thanks 
for the invitation for a "guided tuur. " 
Without seeming rude, however, News-Letter 
declines the invitation, holding the view, 
as it does, that a "guided tour" of the san¬ 
itarium under the given circumstances would 
be about as productive of real information 
as a guided tour of the Whitehouse in the 
days of Watergate. The "guided tour" syn¬ 
drome, like the "press release" syndrome. 


is a malaise of our times; it is News-Let- 
ter's sincere belief that unless and until 
responsible media representatives are enab¬ 
led to get their own information - and are 
willing to - then the public is denied in¬ 
formation about the agencies which it sup¬ 
ports through tax monies. Until, as Mr. 

Cosenza earlier promised, News-Letter is 
allowed to interview patients - some of 
whom may be victims of mistreatment if Ms. 
Jacobs ' charges are to be believed - then 
it must consider the possibility that the 
sanitoriums and its director and the county 
administration must have something that they 
prefer, collectively or individually, to 
conceal from News-Letter's readers. The ed¬ 
itors, meanwhile, will attempt to develop 
other sources for its information about 
this and other county departments. News-Let¬ 
ter 's staff holds the same beliefs as res¬ 
ponsible newsmen everywhere; that " closed " 
government is bad government: that anything 
less than "open government" is always dam¬ 
aging to the public and its concerns and, 
in this case at least, perhaps to the elder¬ 
ly patients at Southern Inyo Sanatorium who 
have no voice to the public.) 

SUPERVISOR MUTH AND "CANDIDATE'S NIGHT" 
CHARGES; A LETTER OF REBUTTAL 
Editor: 

At last Thursday's candidates' night 
(held by the League of Women Voters), we 
were alarmed by the charges made by Wilma 
Muth against comity employees whom she ref¬ 
used to identify. She accused county employ¬ 
ees of graft, poor management, and ingrained 
feather-bedding. Some of these offenses were 
called to our attention two years ago when 
we served with Foreman Moe Jacobson on the 
Inyo County Grand jury, but Mrs. Muth refus¬ 
ed to correct them. 

The office where the jury found an em¬ 
ployee who was not performing his functions 
was identified and the jury recommended ter¬ 
minating the individual. Mrs. Muth did every¬ 
thing in her power to retain that employee. 
Other specific personnel policies that the 
jury found lacking have yet to be acted up¬ 
on and are now acknowledged by Mrs. Muth* 

The incumbent had adequate power then 
to correct the abuses she has cited and she 
should have used it. Proposition 13 is the 
result of voter dissatisfaction with ineffec¬ 
tual leadership on the part of our elected 
officials and was not meant to be a crutch 
for those individuals. Furthermore, M rs . Muth 
is naive to believe that Proposition 13 gives 
her ary additional powers that she has not 
had during her tenure on the board. 

Several months ago this same supervis¬ 
or charged that a local businessman was bri¬ 
bing un-named county employees. By her state¬ 
ments Mrs. Muth has defamed and cast doubt on 
many good conscientious employees of this 
county who would be mare than willing to join 
with Moe Jacobson to eliminate inefficiency 
and unnecessary expenditures that waste tax¬ 
payers ' money. 

- Members of 1976-77 
grand jury, 

Kathleen Huber 
Albert White 
Ruthann Jones 

(See FORUM editor's note on Page 22) 
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FORUM, Continued 

(Editor’s note: The above letter was 
written by members of the grand jury of 
which Mr. Jacobson was foreman; it arrived 
late Thursday, at the eleventh hour one 
might say, affording little time for a 
rejoinder by Incumbent Candidate Muth. How¬ 
ever, in the interest of fairness, News-Let¬ 
ter contacted Ms. Muth at her home by tele¬ 
phone, and she afforded the editor this 
statement: 

"The statement is Weird and wild. 

If they were listening to the candidates ' 
night questions, where Moe talked about 
leadership, my answer was that most county 
employees are loyal and dedicated. It is 
from the employees themselves that I was 
made aware of the inefficiencies of manage¬ 
ment in certain county departments. 

"When I was board chairman, Moe came to 
me and sat in my house and I identified 
very serious problem areas. The jurors dil 
not come to me, the board chairman, to 
solve the problems of personnel. 

I wanted to solve problems, not create 
headlines. Moe refused to co-operate. I 
don 't know why. 

I am amazed that so many feel that I am 
Supeiuoman and that my vote is the only one 
necessary to do anything. It takes three 
votes on fhe board to act." __ 

ELECTION,~Continued 

dollars to other state agencies, an issue not 
only tolerable bub reasonably benigno 

Proposition 2 generally rearranges bur¬ 
eaucrats o It would change the Public Utilities 
Commission's ability to designate one partic¬ 
ular commissioner to hold hearings, investi¬ 
gations, etc., and issue orders subject to 
commission approval, and nobody in Inyo thinks 
for one minute such a commissioner would take 
on the DWP, even if PUC continues after the 
election to hold such power. Citizens' groups 
are backing this one, fearing that PUC hands 
over $.00 much power to single individuals. 

Proposition 1 would continue the Veter¬ 
ans' Bond Act, providing home and farm aid 
for California's veterans. $500 million in 
state bonds would be sold to continue the loan 
program. 

And there are other issues, other cand¬ 
idates, locally and statewide. The problem 
lies, or so it seems in Inyo, in the matter 
of sifting out the ambiguities in all. Voters 
like clear-cut issues, as they clearly dem¬ 
onstrated when Proposition 13 came up in June. 
But here and elsewhere, a lot of grey pervades 
the questions and the candidates which all 
seem to have a fine, gloomy ring to them, and 
a forlorn sound in spite of dazzling self-as¬ 
surance. Government is bigger, much bigger, 
and is likely to continue so, and a great 
number of people feel alienated; as in "pub¬ 
lic hearings" that are occasionally trotted 
out by bureaus and agencies and which always 
seem to have a predictable outcome - more 
regulation - no matter what the "input" is. 

The candidates and the officeholders preside 
at the slaughterhouse and manage to come up 
clean with no blood on their clothes; as a 
consequence, nearly all are heartily ntistrustr- 
ed, and few have provided any real services 
useful enough to be remembered. 

It is all very like a summer re-run. 



E.F. "Lucky" Mancini and help from the .iail 

When the county probation department leased 
a Mormon Church building at Independence as 
a girls’ home, it had no provision for fur¬ 
nishing the place. Come citizens volunteere l 
used household items -in this case an auto¬ 
matic washer-dryer in so-so condition - and 
Mancini's inmate assistants 'jent around with 
him to gather it up. "People have been just 
fantastic in helping out, ” says Mancini, but 
still more furnishings are needed. 


NEW? BRIFFS, Continued 

county may never reach the pockets of the em¬ 
ployee - unless he or she stays on the job in 
Inyo County, or other state or local job, un¬ 
til retirement, ^e cannot, in short, draw his 
retirement money upon quitting the job, as a 
number of unhappy employees are now discover¬ 
ing. It goes into a county account. Asked to 
explain the situation, Assistant Administrat¬ 
or Mike ^anford said that "by law we can't put 
the money into the employees' account. That is 
what was negotiated. 'They had asked for a num¬ 
ber of things, and this was one they indicated 
would be acceptable." As for the employees' 
discontent with the "small print in the con¬ 
tract," Hanford said there must have been some 
misunderstanding or, as he put it, "a communi¬ 
cations gap. I don't think this is a big deal." * 

*** 

ANOTHER SEX OFFENSE THAT RESULTED IN THE JAI ly¬ 
ing of a defendant from Death Valley this 
past week added at least some variety in the * 
increasing number of sex offense complaints 
coming from there. Aaron Cottle, Jr., an em¬ 
ployee of Furnace Creek Ranch, was arrested 
for committing "an illegal sex act" involving 
another male. Last week, a ranch employee was 
arrested for an assault to commit rape after 
his intended victim was beaten so badly as to 
require hospitalization. The latest Death Val¬ 
ley incident brings to three the number of sex 
offenses currently on the court's books. 

(NE’.VS BRIEFS Continued on Page 2L.) 
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—Notes from B.K.-- 

CAN ONE LEGISLATE MORALS? History says no, but there are always those that 
persist. And is smoking a moral issue? Proposition 5 would restrict smok¬ 
ing in public places. I doubt if it could be enforced even if it passes. 

Although I loathe with a fine intensity the tobacco lobby and its ability 
to put $5 million into a political campaign to keep us smokin', I've got 
to go along with the people that produce our lung cancer; I figure legis¬ 
lation can never replace common thoughtfulness and good manners anyhow 
(Most decent people will put out their ciggie if asked), so I'm casting a 
vote for letting people kill themselves any way they want to. 

W \i \J 

c 

AS FOR HOMOSEXUAL SCHOOL TEACHERS, I think the proposition would start a 
good old-fashioned witch-hunt that brings to mind the big Commie-hunt of McCarthy days. And 
besides, there s not one person in 10 who can spot a gay anyway if that one chooses to go 
underground, or, as they say, in the closet. And, guess what, if that issue passes Inyo 
stands to lose some good teachers, if they're discovered. 

*** 

DID YOU KNOW THAT DWP HAS YET TO SIGN THOSE LEASES FOR THE COUNTY on the Lone Pine Airport 
and on Diaz Lake? How childish can you get. 

GOOD NEWS IN THE PROSCENIUM DEPARTMENT: Playhouse 395, our very own county thespian organiz¬ 
ation, plans a revival of Harvey, the story about the invisible rabbit, etc. Bishop's Peggy 
Horn is directing the effort which is already in rehearsal. Would you believe a FIVE-WEEK 
rehearsal? That's a lot, but whatever 395's system is, it seem3 to work; the group manages 
to deliver good shows that are happily lacking in the usual amateurish home-town ham. The 
problem with Playhouse 395 is neither its casts nor directors; nor its scripts. r eople in¬ 
variably like the productions. The problem lies in the fact that, without a "home" to work 
in, only one show a year is possible. Or so claim the local theatre-watchers. Does anybody 
out there have any room for a homeless theatre group? 

*** 

AND SO WHO IN FACT ARE CANDIDATE PHIL WYMAN'S MOM AND DAD? H e wants it clearly known, con¬ 
trary to widespread rumor, that he has no filial association with the Owens ^ all ey foe, 
Rosalyn Wyman, a former L 0 \. city councilwoman, or with her husband Eugene Wyman, the prom¬ 
inent Democrat. In Inyo County such fine points as who your folks are can make a difference 
in an election; especially if somebody started the story that Mom is Roz Tflfyman who while 
serving as councilwoman could find no favorable vote ever to cast for Inyo County. 

VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPT: Gerry Budlong, a planner in the county planning section who so 
far hasn't let "the plan" get to him. He's one of those assigned to the '■'ener&l PLan prob¬ 
lem and therefore one who has a real task ahead. (Will it ever get done?) u erry's hard¬ 
working, so we're told, and eager to please. 

*** 

LOOK I0R THE CLOSE OF A BIG PROPERTY DEAL AT MAMMOTH. Word has been around that the Mammoth 
ski entrpreneur, Dave McCoy, is buying the M aramoth “ountain Inn. Our source tells us that 
McCoy plans no great hostelry for the visiting skiers - just a place for the employees of 
the ski lift. Mast year, jobs by the hundreds went begging because imported labor, attract¬ 
ed at first by high wages, departed as fast as a sc’nuss downhill when they found there was 
no place to live. Mammoth's housing shortage won't be bothering McCoy if the deal goes 
through; the Inn can house hundreds. And if eariy-season snow is any indicator, it looks 
like another big year on the mountain. 

LEAVE iT UP TO "REGULATIONS" TO FCUL UP A GCCD IDEA. ■ L he Lone line Chamber of Commerce wants 
to plant trees on the main street in order to spruce it up - if "spruce" isn'o too much of 
a pun. lhe trees would be permanently placed and a great attraction. But "regulations" 
along the highway will allow only one or two trees per block. 

■sen*- 



BENETT KESSLER 



IS THIS CRITTER YOURS? He, she or it has been rais¬ 
ing hob with the traffic and with some flowerbeds 
at Lone Pine. At practically any hour the animal 
can be seen wandering far afield from its home 
pasture where a barbed-wire fence has more holes 
than a shrimi>-net, and bigger ones, too. Our Man 
in 1 *one Pine, Frank Burns, says people are voicing 
complaints. 

ONE OF THE FEMINIST MAGAZINES ADVISES ON HOW TO GET 
rid of a bore at a party: Carry an empty cocktail 
glass around and when you get collared by one, say 
"Pardon, but I have to go get a dnnk." Another: Suddenly appear panic—stricken ani say "Oh 
my ^od, I forgot to call the office]," and run. But my favorite, and one of my own, is per¬ 
haps less diplomatic: "Sorry, you're not ray type." 'That usually ends it - for good. 


And...MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS...every day. 


Sincerely, 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

A SAN FRANCISCO CAB DRIVER DISCOVERED, SOME- 
what to his dismay, some territory far more 
formidable than his hometown hills this week. 
The cabbie, 30-year-cld Jim McCallister, and 
three friends ventured naively unprepared into 
the High Sierra near Mt« Whitney when the snow 
begano They were making a downward retreat 
when McAllister slipped and fell 30 feet. His 
companions lost him in the dark and went on 
their way to find help. The sheriff's posse 
rescue went on the search for the fallen man, 
but it was one of the companions, Michael 
Williams, who returned to find and protect 
his lightly-clad friend. McAllister had been 
wearing a light jacket and carrying a "day- 
pack," apparel and equipment considered un¬ 
likely for practical service in the Sierra's 
sudden snows. 11 e was finally airlifted out 
suffering a concussion, frostbite and hypo¬ 
thermia. So extensive were his problems that 
he was transferred from Southern Inyo Hospit¬ 
al to a special care unit at Loma Tr^nda Hos¬ 
pital. 

*#■* 

AS USUAL, Y/EATHER SPECULATION AND PROGNOSTI- 
cation is rampant in an area where the wea¬ 
ther means collars in the pocket. At Mammoth, 
some weather-watchers are predicting that the 
1978-79 season will be "the ultimate winter," 
that is a winter v,ith neither too much, nor 
too little, snow. Although the wet onslaught 
of last winter never reached the record '69 
blizzards, there was still "too much snow" 
and at times the ski lifts were closed. What 
the ski. fans and the people who cater to them 
want is "about 10k# of normal" snowfall. The 
»77-«78 snows caused avalanches, clogged 
roads and highways - and not a few deaths. 
Already, "eight or nine" inches of snow blan¬ 
ket the Mammoth slopes and they're making 
pools wi th high stakes on when "the big Thanks¬ 
giving snow will hit." 

*** 

ONE OF INYO'S MORS CANTANKEROUS DEFENDANTS 
final.] y managed it this past week - literally 
talked himself into a term in the penitenti¬ 
ary, although officials on all sides were, 
trying to save him some troubles. John Lester 
Jones had appeared in court on a probation 
violation charge. It had not been his first 
brush with the law, not by any means. 


The first question was whether Jones had in 
fact violated the terms of his probation 
since those terms had not been "spelled out in 
writing" when he was sentenced earlier on an 
assault charge. A court., transcript finally 
cleared up that question revealing, as it did, 
tnat he had been informed that he could not 
break the law while on probation - a usual 
admonition in such cases, but one questioned 
in the current case. Then he was arrested ag¬ 
ain on a similar charge and was hauled in for 
a probation hearing. Observers said that Prob¬ 
ation Officer John Lee was "reluctant" to rec¬ 
ommend state prison, although he dido Noting 
the bend-over-back, vard3 position of the prob¬ 
ation officer. Judge Don Chapman provided a 
demonstration of the court's mercy: a choice, 
probation and some jail time, and accept an 
Anabuse program (for alcohol), report, to the 
probation officer with a strict schedule - or, 
go to the penitentiary. But J ones argued the 
matter. Disbelieving officials heard him state 
that he thought the probation terms were un¬ 
fair - and that he preferred to go to state 
prison. Judge Chapman obliged. 

•WMS- 

A FEW MILES SOUTH OF THE LITTLE TOWN OF BKAT- 
ty, just across the line into Nevada, there 
exists in discomforting quantities (some say 
several thousand tons accumulated over the 
years) a pile of radioactive material. It is 
brought there by trucks that pick it up over 
a big part of the United States. And now, 
several years after the dumpsite was estab¬ 
lished, comes the Death Valley Citizens Commit¬ 
tee on the General Plan to cast a wary eye on 
those trucks and on Cal trails which regelates 
the routing of the trucks that haul, atomic 
wastes to Beatty. Such trucks travel regular¬ 
ly through Inyo County; they have done so for 
years, coining from Los Angeles, $an Francisco, 
Sacramento, and from out of state, all this to 
the increasing concern, however lately expres¬ 
sed, of a few citizens. So now it's an issue 
to be considered as the county updates its 
"general plan." AI 30 of concern: Nevada's un¬ 
derground testing of atomic bombs that often 
rattle the Death Valley wastelands. Citizen- 
concern in the matters will be reflected, or 
so says a spokesman for the committee, in the 
safety, and seismic safety elements of the gen¬ 
eral plan. Committee members recently confer¬ 
red with members of the planning department. 


Keep your date at the polls, Nov. 7 


( ONLY YOU CAN CHANGE THINGS.) 
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